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4. Preparation of the scale before use 
Several parameters should be set prior use. These settings can customize the 
FlexScale features and enhance the powerful data analysis of the included PC soft-
ware. While all of these settings can be viewed and changed directly in the scale, 
remember that all settings can be done much faster from a PC. 
 
See the instructions for working with a PC. 
 

4.1. Selection of country and language 
The FlexScale will display information in the format normally used for the selected 
country. Language selections can be chosen according to the operator’s preference. 
Press the  key – the main menu of the scale is displayed. Press 4x . The high-
lighted line of the menu (cursor) is moved to the item Maintenance. 

 
Press the  key. This will select a new menu Maintenance. Press the  key. The 
menu cursor will move to the item Country. 

 
Press . This will select the menu Country for country and language selection. 
Press . On the right side of menu the field with the country name is highlighted. 
 
Use keys  and  to select the required country 
and press . The highlighted field is again displayed 
normally; the required country is selected. On the 
next line Language the language in which the scale 
will communicate is displayed. If you want to change 
the language, move the cursor to the item Language 
and after pressing , select the language that suits 
you the best. Press 3x the  key. 
 
The scale leaves the menu and is prepared for weighing. 
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4.2. Naming a scale 
Naming the scale can be important later when uploading data to the PC. If multiple 
scales are used with the PC, each scale should have a unique name. 
Select Maintenance / Scale name in the menu. A dialog box for entering the name 
opens. 
 
A flashing cursor is displayed on the first letter of the 
name. Select the required letter using keys  and . 
Press  to move to the next letter. Press  to return 
to the previous letter. 
After the name is entered, press . The display re-
turns to the Maintenance menu. 

4.3. Weight units 
The scale can display weight in grams, kilograms or pounds. Set the required weigh-
ing units in the menu Maintenance / Weighing / Units. 

 
4.4. Date and time 
The scale contains an internal clock and calendar. It is important to set the scale 
clock and the PC clock to the same time and date. Set the time and date in the menu 
User settings / Date and time.  
 

 
 

Enter the correct date using keys , ,  and . After pressing  the time set-
ting dialog box displays. Enter the correct time using keys , ,  and . 

 
Press the key  to store the date and time. 
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4.5. Files setup 
The FlexScale can store data according to the layout of your farms. There can be up 
to 199 files containing a total of 11,000 weights. Each file can correspond to an entity 
as defined by the user (house, pen, cage, etc.) and each file can be part of a larger 
group (house, farm, company, etc.). A file can have a unique name, which can be 
used to keep flock data organized on the PC to form a growth graph and record. 
 
Example: 
There is one house divided in to two pens (Pen 1 and Pen 2). Create two files named 
PEN 1 and PEN 2. When Pen 1 is weighed, select file PEN 1 and the bird weights 
will be stored in file PEN 1. When Pen 2 is weighed, select file PEN 2 and the bird 
weights will be stored in file PEN 2. 

 
4.5.1. Creating a file 
Select menu Configuration / Files / Create. 
A dialog box for entering the file name is displayed. 

 
Enter the file name using keys , ,  and .  
 
After pressing , the file is stored. 
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5. Weighing course 
Prior to a new weighing session all data should be 
deleted from the previous weighing. Be sure all data 
has been viewed, printed or downloaded to a PC 
before deleting! Select menu Weighing / Delete all 
weights. A dialog box is displayed. 

 

 

Press . All stored weights will be deleted (not the file names). 
 
To store weights in file PEN 1 from our example, 
press  (MENU), Weighing / Active file. A file list will 
be displayed. 
Using keys  and  move the cursor to the desired 
file and press .  
 
 
 
 
Press 2x  to return to the weighing display. The 
file name will be displayed on the weighing screen. 
 

 

 

 

Now you can weigh individual birds from Pen 1, as described in Chapter 3. 
An incorrect weight can be deleted by pressing the  (DELETE) key. A confirmation 
will be displayed. 

 

Press  to delete the weight. If the bird is still hang-
ing on the hook, the scale will automatically weigh 
this bird again and save the correct weight. 
 
 
 
 
 
Statistics for the current file can be displayed at any 
time by pressing the  (STATS) key. 

 

Press the  key to display a histogram of the file. 
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1. Weight cursor 
2. Weight range of the column 
3. Number of birds in the column 
4. Uniformity range 

 
 
Press  or  to move the cursor to any weight column; the weight and the number 
of birds represented in this column will be displayed below the graph. Press the  
key to continue weighing. 
After the birds from Pen 1 are weighed, move to Pen 2 and select file PEN 2. All bird 
weights from Pen 2 will be stored in file PEN 2. 
Switch off the scale after the weighing is finished. All saved weighings are stored in 
the memory even when the scale is switched off. 

5.1. Display modes 
Several display modes are available depending on the operators needs. The display 
mode can be changed in the menu Configuration / Display / Display mode. 
5.1.1. Basic display mode 

 

1. Actual weight on the hook 
2. Number of birds weighed 
3. Last stored weight 
4. Active file 

 
 

5.1.2. Advanced display mode 
1. Statistics of the active file (average 

weight, standard deviation, coefficient 
of variation and uniformity) 

2. Histogram 
3. Active file 
4. Actual weight on the hook 
5. Last stored weight 
6. Number of birds weighed 

 
5.1.3. Large display mode 

 

1. Actual weight on the hook 
2. Number of birds weighed 
3. Last stored weight 
4. Active file 

 
  



Weighi

Poultry 
Edition:

5.2. W
To sim
basic m
was de
ing diffi
one pe
5.2.1. 
Set me

After th
stabiliz
its weig
 
 
 
5.2.2. 
Set me
watch t

5.2.3. 
Set me
the hoo
are we

When d
availab
togram
 

ng course 

Scale: FlexS
: 07/2010      

Weighing 
plify usual 

mode is we
escribed in 
icult condit
n the man
Automatic

enu Configu

he bird is h
ation. The 

ght is save

Manual w
enu Configu
the actual w

Manual an
enu Configu
ok watch th
ighing a co

displaying 
ble – histog

m for cocks 

Scale 
M 0079 GB 

modes 
activities d

eighing with
Chapter 3

tions use a
ual saving 
c weight s
uration / S

 
ung on the
bird is aut
d into the a

weight sav
uration / S
weight on 

nd sex se
uration / S
he actual w
ock or  if

 

histogram
gram for bo
and histog

 

during weig
h automati
3. When we
a manual s

mode with
saving  
aving / Mo

e hook the 
tomatically
active file.

ing  
Saving / Mo

the display

lection sa
Saving / Mo
weight on t
f you are w

, three hist
oth cocks a
gram for he

ghing, the 
c saving o
eighing ver
saving mod
h sex selec

ode to Auto

scale wait
y weighed a

ode to Man
y and after

The w
ing th
move
with th
 
 
 

aving 
ode to Man
he display 

weighing a 

tograms ar
and hens, 
ens. 

scale can 
of the weigh
ry active b
de. For wei
ction is use

omatic. 

ts for 
and 

nual. After t
r stabilizati

weight disp
e key is sa
 the bird fr
he next bir

nual by sex
and after 
hen. 
The weigh
pressing th
including t
move the 
tinue with 
The displa
three colu
cocks and
and statist
 

re 
his-

work in se
hed value. 
irds or whe
ighing of c
ed. 

the bird is 
on press 

 

played at th
aved into th
rom the ho
rd. 

x. After the 
stabilizatio

ht displayed
he key is s
the selecte
bird from t
next bird. 

ay of statist
mns – stat

d hens, stat
tics for hen

P

everal mod
This weig

en weighin
ocks and h

hung on th
. 

he time of p
he file. Now
ok and con

bird is hun
on press 

d at the tim
saved into 
ed sex. Now
he hook an

tics contain
tistics for b
tistics for c
ns. 

Page 12 

es. The 
hing 

ng dur-
hens in 

he hook 

press-
w re-
ntinue 

ng on 
 if you 

me of 
the file, 
w re-
nd con-

ns 
both 
cocks 



Weighing course  Page 13 

Poultry Scale: FlexScale 
Edition: 07/2010      M 0079 GB 

5.2.4. Sorting into two groups: Light / Heavy weights 
If you need to sort weighted birds into two groups – light birds and heavy birds, set 
the scale into the mode of weighing with sorting into two groups.  
Set menu Configuration / Saving / Sorting to Light/Heavy. In menu Weighing / Limit, 
set the weight according to which the sorting will be performed. After a bird is 
weighed the scale will beep differently for light and heavy birds and a symbol for 
heavy or light bird is displayed. 

    
The statistics contains three columns – one for summary, one for light and one for 
heavy birds. 
 

 

Histogram is displayed for the sum of weighing; a 
mark is used for indication of the weight limit. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Weight limit 
 
 
Weighing with sorting can be performed in automatic 
and manual saving modes. It is not possible when 
weighing with sex selection. 
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5.2.5. Sorting into three groups: Light, Standard, Heavy 
If you need to sort the weighed birds into three groups – too light birds, acceptable 
birds and too heavy birds, set the scale into the weighing mode of sorting into three 
groups. Set menu Configuration / Saving / Sorting to Light/OK/Heavy. In menu 
Weighing / Low limit, set the weight according to which the birds will be marked as 
too light. In menu Weighing / High limit, set the weight according to which the birds 
will be marked as too heavy. After a bird is weighed the scale will beep differently for 
light, acceptable and heavy birds and a symbol for heavy, acceptable or light bird is 
displayed. 

       
 

 

The statistics contains four columns – one for sum-
mary, one for light, one for acceptable and one for 
heavy birds 
 
 
 

Histogram is displayed for the sum of weighing; two marks are used for indication of 
the weight limits. 
 

1. Low weight limit 
2. High weight limit 

 
Weighing with sorting can be performed in automatic 
and manual saving modes. It is not possible when 
weighing with sex selection. 
 
 

5.2.6. Multiple birds per sample 
Multiple birds can be weighed in each sample placed on the scale. Set menu Confi-
guration / Saving / More birds to Yes. In menu Weighing / Number of birds, set the 
number of birds per sample. When a multiple bird sample is hung on the scale, the 
display shows the average weight of each bird in the sample. 

 

Statistics and histograms are calculated for the 
weight of one bird. 
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5.3. Scale status display 
In all display modes there is information about the scale status on the upper line of 
the display. The weighing mode and other parameters will be conveniently shown at 
all times. 

 

1. Battery status 
2. Date and time 
3. Saving mode 
4. Sorting mode 
5. Number of weighed chickens at once 
6. Connection of the charger or PC 
7. Free memory 
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6. Viewing weight data 
6.1. Viewing active file 

 
Select menu Weighing / View file, a table with 
weights in the active file is displayed. 
 
 
 
 

The individual keys have the following functions: 
 Move to next weighing 
 Move to previous weighing 
 Move to next page 
 Move to previous page 
 Delete wrong weight 

6.2. Deleting data in active file 
 
All weights in the active file can be deleted in menu 
Weighing / Delete weights. Confirmation dialog is 
displayed and after pressing  the file is deleted. 

 

 

6.3. Grouping files  
For simple display of summary statistics, histograms and printing, individual files can 
be grouped into file groups. 
 
Example: 
There are two houses on your farm, House 1 and House 2. In House 1 there are two 
separate pens Pen 1 and Pen 2. In House 2 there are two separate pens Pen 3 and 
Pen 4.  
The scale contains four files named PEN 1, PEN 2, PEN 3 and PEN 4. To be able to 
calculate the total statistics in the whole House 1, create a file group named HOUSE 
1 which contains files PEN 1 and PEN 2. Similarly, for the House 2 create a file group 
named HOUSE 2 which contains files PEN 3 and PEN 4. 
If you want to find statistics for the whole farm, create a file group named FARM that 
contains all files PEN 1, PEN 2, PEN 3 and PEN 4. 
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6.3.1. Creating a group 
Select the menu Configuration / File groups / Create. A dialog for entering the file 
group name is displayed. 

 
Using keys , ,  and  enter the name of the group and press . A list of files 
is displayed; use the  key to select files that belong to the group.  

 
Press  to create the group. 

6.4. Total statistics 
Select Statistics / Total statistics in the menu and select files from which you want to 
calculate the statistics.  
 
The following options are available: 

• One file: displays statistics for one file. In the following dialog select the file for 
which you want to calculate the statistics. 

• One group: displays the summary statistics for a group of files. In the follow-
ing dialog select the file group for which you want to calculate the statistics. 

• More files: displays the statistics for several selected files. In the following di-
alog use the  key to select files you want to include into the calculation. 

 
• All files: displays the summary statistics for all files stored in the scale. 

 
In Statistics, display a histogram of selected files by pressing the  key. 
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6.5. Comparing files 
Select Statistics / Compare files menu and select which files you want to compare.  
The following options are available: 

• One group: displays a comparison of files in one file group. 
• More files: displays a comparison of several selected files. In the following di-

alog use the  key to select files you want to compare. 
• All files: a comparison of all files in the scale is displayed. 

 

1. File name 
2. Statistics of the file 
3. Total statistics for all selected files 

 
 
 
Use the  key to display the next page. Use the  key to display the previous page. 
If the mode of weighing with sorting is activated, use keys  and  to display statis-
tics for light, acceptable and heavy birds. 

 
If the mode of weighing with the sex selection is activated, use keys  and  to 
display the statistics for cocks and hens. 
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6.6.1. Printed reports  
Select the files you want to print. Select in menu Statistics / Print: 
 

• One file: prints one file 
• One group: prints a report for the selected file group 
• More files: prints a report for selected files 
• All files: prints a report for all files in the scale 

 
Select the type of information report: 
 

• Statistics and histogram: prints the statistics and the histogram for all se-
lected files and combines the data for all files in to a single report.   

• Statistics: prints the statistics of all selected files and combines the data for 
all files in to a single report.   

• Total statistics: prints only summary statistics (without a histogram) for all se-
lected files. 

• Weights: prints each bird weight for all selected files. 
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7. Scale management 
7.1. File management: Rename, Delete, Edit note 

 
To rename a file go to menu Configuration / Files / Rename. Enter the new name of 
the file and confirm by pressing . 
To permanently remove the file from the scale go to menu Configuration / Files / De-
lete. 
To add a short note to a file go to menu Configuration / Files / Edit note. The note will 
be displayed with the data when downloaded to a PC. 

7.2. File groups 

 
To rename a file group, go to the menu Configuration / File groups / Rename. Enter 
the new name of the group and confirm by pressing . 
To permanently remove a file group from the scale, go to the menu Configuration / 
File group / Delete.  
The list of files in a group can be changed in the menu Configuration / File groups / 
Edit file list. Correct the list of files in the following dialog using the  key and con-
firm by pressing . 
To add a short note to the file group, go to the menu Configuration / File groups / Edit 
note. The note will be displayed with the data when downloaded to a PC. 

7.3. User settings 
 

Depending on the environment, the operator may 
need to change the scale display and sound signals.  
To set the light intensity of the display, go to User 
settings / Display backlight. Increase or decrease the 
contrast of the display in the menu User settings / 
Display contrast. 
To set the “saving the weight” sound volume, go to the menu User settings / Saving 
volume. 
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7.4. Calibration 
The scale is calibrated from factory. If the calibration needs to be adjusted, go to 
menu Maintenance / Weighing / Calibration and follow the on screen instructions. 

 

Remove all from the hook and press . A dialog for 
entering the weight is displayed. 
 
 
 
 

 

Hang a known weight on the scale, enter the weight 
value and press . 
 
 
 
 

7.5. Password protection 
Improper setting of the weighing parameters in the menu Configuration and Mainten-
ance may cause problems when using the scale. 
To protect the settings, enter a simple password as follows. 

1. Perform the basic setting of the scale as described in this manual. 
2. Protect the menu by password against accidental or unwanted overwriting of 

important parameters. 
 

Select the menu Maintenance / Password and con-
firm the following dialog by pressing . 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Set the password by using the arrow keys , ,  
and  in any combination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the next dialog repeat this key combination. 
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This sets a password, which will be used as protection against access to the menu 
Configuration and Maintenance. When these menu items are selected, you will be 
asked to enter the password. 

 
Press the selected combination of arrow keys in this dialog. 
 
7.5.1. Disabling password protection  
To remove the password protection, go to the menu Maintenance / Password. Close 
the following dialog by pressing . 

 
If you forgot the password, contact your agent. 
 



Data pr

Poultry 
Edition:

8. Da
The su
scale. T
comple
In addit
to othe

8.1. In
Install 
 

1. Y
2. 
3. T

4. A
5. 

 

 
6. W

d
7. 

8.2. C
The sca

8.3. P
Click o
 

rocessing 

Scale: FlexS
: 07/2010      

ta proce
pplied PC 
The weight
ete growth 
tion all sca
r programs

nstallatio
the softw

You must 
Insert the i
The install
Setup.exe 
After finish
Connect th

Windows w
driver. Sel
Remove th

Charging f
ale battery

Program s
n icon Star

on PC 

Scale 
M 0079 GB 

essing on
software is
t data from
record and

ale settings
s (Excel, e

n 
ware and th

be logged 
installation
ation prog
in the fold

hing the ins
he scale in

will detect 
ect Search
he CD from

from PC 
y will charg

start up 
rt / Program

 

n PC 
s designed

m each floc
d graph for
s can be se
etc.) and da

he scale d

as an adm
n CD in the
ram starts 

der Softwar
stallation, l
to a free U

a new dev
h on the CD
m the comp

ge via the U

ms / FlexS

d to store a
ck can be p
r any flock
et and stor
ata can be 

driver on th

ministrator 
e computer

automatic
re to begin
eave the C

USB port o

vice FlexSc
D and finis
puter and s

USB port w

Scale / Flex

and analyz
plotted by a
. 
red on the 
printed.  

he compu

to be able 
r drive. 
cally but if i
n the install
CD in the c
n the comp

cale Poultry
sh the drive
store in a s

while conne

xScale to s

ze data acq
age in the 

PC, data c

uter as foll

to install th

t does not
lation. 

computer. 
puter. 

 

ry Scale an
er installati
safe place.

ected to a 

start the pro

P

quired from
PC, formin

can be exp

lows: 

he softwar

, on the CD

nd request 
on. 
 

running PC

ogram. 

Page 24 

m the 
ng a 

ported 

re. 

D run 

its 

C. 



Data processing on PC  Page 25 

Poultry Scale: FlexScale 
Edition: 07/2010      M 0079 GB 

8.4. Downloading the weighing results into PC 
Switch the scale off, connect it to the computer and click the Scale icon. The scale 
communication panel will be displayed. 

 
Click the Read data button. A dialog will display notifying you to wait and all data will 
be downloaded from the scale. The communication with the scale may last several 
minutes depending on the amount of data. When completed, a table with all weight 
data will be displayed. 

 
Click the Save all weighings button. All displayed files will be saved into the database 
for further processing. 
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8.5. Viewing weighing statistics  
 
Click the Statistics icon. The statistics panel will be displayed. 

 
 

Files that have just been downloaded from the scale will be displayed in the table. 
The histogram will be displayed in the lower half of the panel for the highlighted file. 
Individual weights in this file will be displayed after clicking the Weights tab. 
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8.6. Deleting data from the scale  
After saving the data on the PC, the data saved in the scale can be deleted. Click the 
Scale icon and then click the Delete data button. 

 
Click Yes. The data is deleted from the scale and can be disconnected from the PC. 

8.7. Setup flocks 
The growth data can be plotted for the entire life of the flock. Click the Flocks icon; 
the flocks setup panel will be displayed. 

 
Click the New button to create a new flock. When the question Do you want to use 
some existing flock as template? displays, click No. Next dialog will ask for the flock 
name. Enter a name and click OK. 

 
The dialog for entering the flock parameters 
will be displayed. 

 

Enter the date when the flock was started in 
the Start date field. Enter the flock age on the 
start date in the Initial day field.  
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Use the Add button to add all files that are designated for this flock. 

 
Click OK to close the dialog. The flock is created and included among the working 
flocks and will be displayed in the Current flocks table. 

 
All files correspond-
ing to this flock will 
be used to create the 
growth record. Any 
file assigned to this 
flock will automati-
cally be logged to 
this flock each time it 
is downloaded from 
the scale. 
 
 
 
 

Example: 
There is one house on your farm, which contains two pens with birds, Pen 1 and Pen 
2. There are two files created in the scale named PEN 1 and PEN 2, which you use 
for weighing the birds.  
On 01/01/2009, day-old chicks were placed in both pens. Create a new flock in your 
computer named Pen 1. Enter 01/01/2009 in the Start date field, enter day 1 in the 
Initial day field, and click Add to add file PEN 1.  
This flock will be used for monitoring birds in Pen 1. Create another flock Pen 2 in 
similar way, and add file PEN 2 to this flock.  
For monitoring birds in the whole house, create a flock House and add both files PEN 
1 and PEN 2. From 01/01/2009, weighing of both files PEN 1 and PEN 2 will auto-
matically fall within the respective flocks. 
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The progress of growth and other statistics can be monitored in the Current flocks 
tab. 

 
The rows in the table show individual days when the flock was weighed. The histo-
gram for the selected day is displayed in the lower half of the panel for the hig-
hlighted row. Individual weights weighed for this day will be displayed after clicking 
the Weights tab. Select the Graphs tab to monitor the flock progress in a graphic 
form. 

 
The horizontal axis specifies the flock age and the vertical axis specifies the average 
weight of the flock. 
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8.7.1. Growth curve comparison 
The actual growth curve of the flock can be compared with a standard weight curve. 
To define the standard growth curve select the Standard growth curves tab. 

 
Click the New button and enter the name of the growth curve. Select OK and the new 
growth curve will be included in the list of curves. Now fill in the age and weight. After 
filling the table, save the data by clicking the Save changes button. 
To add growth curve to the flock: select the Flocks tab and choose the required flock 
in the table Current flocks and click the Edit button. Click Show details button in the 
dialog with the flock’s parameters. The section for entering the growth curves will be 
displayed. 

 
Use the Default/Males field to select a saved growth standard curve and close the 
dialog by clicking OK. 
Select the Current flocks tab and then the Statistics tab. The weight calculated from 
the entered growth curve will be displayed in the Target column. Select the Graphs 
tab. Select the required growth curve in the field with text Standard growth curve.... 
The weight standard curve will be displayed in the graph along with the actual weight 
curve.  
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8.7.2. Flock ending 
Click the Flocks tab. In the Current flocks table, select the flock you want to close and 
click the Close button. Enter the flock ending data in the following dialog. The flock 
will no longer be monitored and it will be moved to the Closed flocks table. 
8.7.3. Existing flock template 
To start a new flock to replace a finished flock simply use the old flock as a template. 
Select the Flocks tab and click the New button. At Do you want to use some existing 
flock as template?, click Yes. The list of flocks already existing in the database will be 
displayed. 

 
Select a flock, which will be used as a template for the new flock and click OK. Next 
dialog will ask for the flock name. Enter new name of the flock and click OK. The di-
alog for entering the flock parameters will be displayed. Change the date when the 
flock was started in the Start date field. Enter the flock age on the start date in the 
Initial day field. Close the dialog by clicking OK. 
8.7.4. Comparing flocks  
In the Current flocks tab it is possible to compare all flocks that are currently present 
on your farm. The program also allows manual selection of displayed flocks, includ-
ing the closed flocks. Select the Selected flocks tab. 

 
Click the Select flocks... button and a dialog for selecting flocks will be displayed. 
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In the Available flocks list, select the 
flock you want to display and click the > 
button. The selected flock will be moved 
to the Flocks in statistics list. Close the 
dialog by clicking OK. 
You can see the data of the selected 
flock in the tabs Statistics and Graphs. In 
order to make comparisons with another 
flock, click the Select flocks... button and 
select the flock to be compared in the 
Available flocks list. Use the > button to 

add the flock to the Flocks in statistics list. After closing the dialog, both selected 
flocks will be displayed. The dialog for selecting the flocks allows the following opera-
tions: 

• Adding a flock – in the Available flocks list, select the flock you want to add 
and click >. 

• Removing a flock – in the Flocks in statistics list, select the flock you want to 
remove and click <. 

• For clearing the list click <<<. 
• For adding all available flocks in the list, click >>>. 

8.8. Database backup  
A database backup should be done on a regular basis. In case of unexpected com-
plications (computer failure, virus infection), you will still have the database available 
from the last backup. Click the Maintenance icon and select the Backup tab. Click the 
Backup database button. 

 
Select the folder and the file name for backing up the database. After clicking the 
Save button, the database backup will be saved in the selected file. You can burn the 
file on a CD/DVD or save it to your backup server. 
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8.9. Advanced procedures 
8.9.1. Manual selection of weighings in the statistics  
Select the statistics panel by clicking the Statistics icon. The Last weighings tab is 
used for checking the last saved data in individual files. If you need to display the sta-
tistics of older weighings, select the Selected weighings tab. Click the Select weigh-
ings... button. The dialog for selecting weighings will be displayed. 

 
The left list includes all available weighings sorted by date. The right list includes 
weighings selected in the statistics. Select a row in the Available weighings table and 
click the > button. You can repeat the procedure several times. Close the dialog by 
clicking OK. Selected weighings will be displayed in the table, where you can see 
and compare their statistics, histogram, and individual weights. 

 
You can print the selected row of the statistics including the histogram by clicking the 
Print selected weighing button. You can print the statistics table as it is displayed on 
the screen using the Print table button. 
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Click the Select 
weighings... button 
again.  
The dialog for se-
lecting the weigh-
ings allows the fol-
lowing operations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Adding a weighing – in the Available weighings list, select the weighing you 
want to add and click >. You can perform the same operation by double click-
ing on the weighing in the Available weighings list. 

• Removing a weighing – in the Weighings in statistics list, select the weighing 
you want to remove and click <. You can perform the same operation by 
double clicking on the weighing in the Weighings in statistics list. 

• For clearing the Weighings in statistics list - click <<<. 
• For moving all weighings from the Available weighings list – click >>>. 

 
The Available weighings list can be very long. In order to simplify the weighings se-
lection, you can filter the list according to the preset criteria: 

• After setting a date in the From field, only weighings acquired after the entered 
date will remain in the Available weighings list. 

• After setting a date in the To field, only weighings acquired prior to the entered 
date will remain in the list. 

• After selecting File, only weighings of the selected file will remain in the list. 
• After selecting Scale, only weighings acquired by the scale with the selected 

name will remain in the list. 
 
You can select more weighings in both lists using procedures common in the Win-
dows operating systems: 

• Selection of a range of weighings – click on the first weighing. Hold the Shift 
key and click on the last weighing. All weighings between the first and last will 
be selected. 

• Selection of individual weighings – click on the selected weighing. Hold the 
Ctrl key. Click on other required weighings. Release the Ctrl key. 

• Select all weighings in the list – hold the Ctrl key and press the A key. Re-
lease both keys. 
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Move the selected weighings by clicking < or >. 

 
8.9.2. Weighing with sex differentiation 
If the scale is set in the manual saving mode with sex differentiation, the program will 
receive the gender data after downloading data from the scale, and save it in the da-
tabase for further processing. Click the Statistics icon and the Last weighings tab. 

 
Select for example males in the field with text Sex/limit. The table of weighings, his-
togram, and the list of weighed weights will be changed to include only data related 
to males. In the similar way, by selecting females you will display data for females. 
Selecting all will display all weighings without sex differentiation. The same method 
will display the selected statistics in the Selected weighings tab. 
Using a similar method, you can display data in the Flocks panel, in tabs Current 
flocks and Selected flocks. 
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In the flocks, it is possible to enter standard growth curves separately for males and 
females. Select the Flocks tab; select the flock in the Current flocks table and click 
Edit. 
 
Select the growth curve for males in the De-
fault/Males field and select the growth curve for 
females in the Females field. Click OK. 
Select the Selected flocks tab and select the 
prepared flock. Select males in the Sex/limit 
field. The data related to males will be dis-
played. Select the growth curve for males in 
the Graphs tab, field Standard growth 
curves.... 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The same method 
applies to displaying 
data for females in-
cluding the growth 
curve. When all is 
selected, the pro-
gram will provide the 
growth curves for 
both males and fe-
males. 
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8.9.3. Sorting by weight 
When the scale mode is “sorting by weight”, the program will receive the sorting data 
after downloading data from the scale, and will save it in the database for further 
processing. Click the Statistics icon and the Last weighings tab. 

 
Select for example 
light in the field with 
text Sex/limit. The 
table of weighings, 
histogram, and the 
list of weighed 
weights will be 
changed to include 
only data for weigh-
ing under the preset 
limit. In a similar way, 
by selecting OK you 
will display data for 
weighing within the 
preset limits, and by 
selecting heavy 

weighings above the preset limit. Selecting all will display all weighings regardless 
the sorting. The same method will display the selected statistics in the Selected 
weighings tab. 
 
Using a similar method, you can display data in the panel Flocks, tabs Current flocks 
and Selected flocks. 

 
The limits used during the weighing process can be found in the Weighings panel. 
Select a weighing in the Available weighings table and click Edit.  
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Select the Scale setup tab in the Weighing details dialog. Select the file in the Files 
list. The Sorting panel will display the sorting limits for this file. 

 
8.9.4. Exporting data 
Data can be exported to another computer or location. 
 
Example: 
Your company includes three farms. The birds are weighed on each farm.  
Weighing results from all three farms are processed centrally at FARM 1.  
FARM 2 data is downloaded to a PC and e-mailed to FARM 1.  
There is no PC on the third farm, so the weighing results are faxed or reported via 
telephone to FARM 1. 

 
Saving data to a PC 
FARM 2 data would be saved as follows. Start the FlexSCale program and select the 
Scale icon. Connect the scale to the computer and click the Read data button. 
 
After downloading the data, click the Save all weighings button. All displayed files will 
be saved into the database for further processing. Check the downloaded files by 
clicking Edit. 
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If the downloaded data is ok, click the Export all weighings button. In the following 
dialog, select the FlexScale export file format and the file for saving the downloaded 
data. 

 
Click Save. The saved file can be sent as an e-mail attachment to another computer 
or via a local network or server (FARM 1 for example). Delete the data in the scale by 
clicking Delete data, disconnect the scale, and exit the program. 
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Importing data 
Click the Import button and select the file sent from the farm in the dialog box. Click 
Open, and the contents will be displayed. 

 
Click Save all weighings and all data will be saved in the database. The imported da-
ta can be checked in the Available weighings table by clicking the Edit button. 
 
Manual data entry 
Weighing results can also be manually entered into the database. Click Add and the 
manual entry dialog box will be displayed. 

 
Enter the weighing results and click Save. Repeat to enter data from all weighed 
files. We recommend filling the Note field (bottom left) related to the data origin (such 
as “by phone” etc.). Click Save. 
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9. Troubleshooting 
9.1. Scale 

1. After suspension of the hook, the scale does not show zero weight 
- shortly hold  for setting zero value 

2. The scale shows wrong weight 
- calibrate the scale, see chapter 7.4 

3. The scale shows a significantly smaller weight than expected 
- disable the mode of weighing small chickens  

4. It is not possible to set weighing with sorting 
- the weighing mode with the saving of sex is selected, select another mode 

5. The value of the weight is overwritten on the display after weighing 
- disable the mode of weighing with sorting 

6. After the bird is hung, the scale does not save the weight 
- the manual saving mode is enabled, select automatic mode 
- check that the scale is suspended on a firm, not spring-biased construction 
- the bird is moving too much, select the manual saving mode  

7. The data on the display is hardly readable  
- change the contrast of the display 
- select display mode Large 

9.2. PC 
1. After downloading data from the scale, some files in the Scale panel are miss-

ing 
- missing files are empty – they do not include any weighed values 

2. After downloading data, the statistics does not show any new files or just one 
file 
- save data in the panel Scale using the Save all weighings button 

3. After downloading and saving data, the data do not display in the Statistics 
panel in the Last weighings tab 
- the downloaded data were weighed several days ago. Check if the data is 
displayed in the Weighings panel and to view the data, use the panel Statis-
tics, and the Selected weighings tab or panel Flocks 

4. The Flocks panel, tab Current flocks, tab Statistics is empty 
- check the weighing date and date of the flock start. Weighings with the dates 
lower than the start date of the flock are not displayed 

5. The Flocks panel, tab Selected flocks, tab Statistics is empty 
- check the weighing date and date of start of the selected flocks. Weighings 
with the dates lower than the start date of the flock are not displayed  

6. Graph with just one point is displayed in the Flocks panel, tab Graph 
- the respective flock was weighed only once. After completing further weigh-
ings (in the following days), the graph will be displayed correctly  

7. The graph in the Flocks panel does not include the option of the growth 
curves. 
– the selected flocks do not have the growth curve preset. Complete the set-
ting of the growth curve in the Flocks tab, see chapter 8.7.1. 
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10. Spare parts 
 
Code no. Description 
60-45-0466 Charging set f/weighing computer FlexScale, car connection 

Charger  
60-45-0467 Printer portable for FlexScale 30kg/50kg 
60-45-0468 Case for weighing computer FlexScale 30kg/50kg 
60-45-0469 Charging device f/weighing computer FlexScale spare part 
60-45-0470 Weighing hook for weighing computer FlexScale 

 
 
 

11. Contact 
Big Dutchman International GmbH 
P.O Box 11 63 • 49360 Vechta (Germany) 
Tel. +49 (0) 44 47/801-0 • Fax +49 (0) 44 47/801-237 
E-Mail: big@bigdutchman.com 
Internet: www.bigdutchman.com 




